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with the exclusion of a possible renewal of their experiences at Frankfurt were hardly inclined to support" revenge for Sadowa ". The Liberal government of the late sixties actually deserved its name a little more than did its predecessors and successors. Apart from German centralist bureaucrats it included at least a few representatives of the German middle classes, and followed a middle-class policy especially against the Church in educational matters.1 But it naturally met with resistance from the Slavs, and especially from the Czechs, who made overtures to the aristocratic and clerical opposition.
After the German victories over France in 1870 had destroyed all hope of Austria's regaining German hegemony, Francis Joseph tried to put at least his Austrian house in order by nominating the Hohenwarth government. Apart from the traditionalist, aristocratic Czech advocates of the " historic rights of the Bohemian crown ", and the Catholic antagonists of Liberalism, this cabinet included also in the person of Prof. Schaffle an outstanding advocate of social reform. After three years of office the policies of Austro-German Liberalism with its outspoken tendency towards laissez-faire in the interest of Viennese High Finance had provoked the sharp antagonism of the rising Labour movement which was brutally oppressed by the Liberal government, as well as of the Catholic social reformers who championed the threatened interests of the lower middle classes. So the Hohenwarth government represented an attempt at anti-middle-class cooperation by forces " from above " and " from below ", as well as an attempt to combine an internal policy directed against the social basis of German centralism with an autonomist solution of the administrative problems, at least in Bohemia.2
there had been a Greater Austrian tendency among the Austrian Germans also (see Gharmatz, op. cit. (1907), pp. 65 if.). So it may be supposed that the tendency to extend Austrian influence over Germany (as distinct from the opinion of the 1848 left-wingers, who had desired either an Anschluss with a democratic Germany or complete separation of a democratic Austria from the German union) was regarded by the pre-i866 Austrian middle classes as essential, and the actually fashionable ideology as a mere pretext. For the connection between the desire for " revenge for Sadowa ", the compromise with the Magyars, and the establishment of" liberal " rule in Austria, see Renner, op. cit. (1906), pp. 44 ff.
1 The Concordat with the Vatican, concluded under the absolutist regime and granting the Church absolute control of education, Family Law, etc., was repealed in March 1868.
2 This clear concentration on Bohemian traditional autonomy (not even the autonomy of all the Czech nation), a most natural consequence of the traditionalist basis of the Hohenwarth attempt, prevents the present writer from agreeing withj e.g., Jaszi's (op. cit., pp. 113-14) interpretation of that attempt as the most serious approach to federalism between Kremsier and the downfall of the Empire.    It is,